COMPARATIVE DEVICES
Good writers bring their words to life using descriptive diction and vivid imagery.

Comparative devices can furthermore enhance your writing.  These devices allow you to suggest similarities between two different things.
A. Metaphor – this is a phrase or sentence which suggests a similarity between two things.  Often uses a form of the verb “to be.”  Notice that there is a direct comparison between the noun and the comparative phrase.

i.e.
The road is a winding, giant serpent in the desert.


The roller coaster is a speeding metal coffin to Hades.
B. Simile – this is also a phrase or a sentence that suggests a similarity between two things, but INTERMEDIARY words are used to link the noun and the comparative phrase.  Words such as “like, as, than, similar to, resembles, etc…” highlight the comparison being made.

i.e.
The road is like a winding, giant serpent in the desert.


The roller coaster is like a speeding metal coffin to Hades

C. Personification – this technique allows a writer to give human characteristics to objects that are clearly not human.
i.e.
As spring arrived, the trees lifted their branches to the 

sky, stretching and yawning in the warmth.


The tornado grabbed up the homes and hungrily fed its 

evil appetite.
