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Unit:  Canadian Identity
Topic:  Government Structure

Assignment:  A Guide to Government
Reference: Counterpoints p. 304 - 312
1. What are the four levels of government in Canada?

· Federal, provincial, municipal, aboriginal

2. Fundamentally, how does the Senate differ from the House of Commons?

· One is the other appointed (Senate)

3. Name the three “branches” of government.

· Legislative, executive, judicial

4. Why do you think the civil service should be non-political?

· Governments Come and go with elections

· Government business continues

· Wholesale change would be too disruptive

5. The Prime Minister has considerable powers. Outline these in point form. (Don’t forget to refer to “Patronage” on page 301)

· Selects cabinet

· Sets legislative agenda

· Has a say in all cabinet decisions

· Powers of appointment to Senate and judiciary

· Controls Parliament sessions/elections

· Many patronage appointments

6. Explain the idea of ministerial responsibility.

· Ministers are responsible for everything that happens in their depts..

· Should resign if serious breaches occur

7. How has the Prime Minister enhanced his power at the expense of Cabinet?

· PMO and PCO serve PM. Unelected they have power to set Cabinet agenda

8. How can a government pass legislation without a Parliamentary vote?  (Point of interest:  The Metric System used in Canada was never subject to a Parliamentary vote)

· Use of Orders-in-Council

9. How does a free vote differ from a “whipped” vote? (ie. A vote where the party whip is involved.)

· Free vote:  members vote as they wish

· Whipped vote:  Whip enforces party line. Members vote as directed

10. Why is a Private Member’s Bill unlikely to be passed into law?

· No party support. Most bills initiated by Cabinet members.

11. Look at Figure 9-22. Why do you think the Conservative Party can remain as the governing party despite the numbers on the chart?

· Defeating government. means 3 other parties must co-operate

· No logical governing party if defeated

· Fear of election (costs, may lose seats)

12. Explain the difference between proroguing and dissolving Parliament.

· To prorogue is to suspend, usually to avoid an issue


