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Unit:  Citizen and Government
Topic:  Choosing the Government

Assignment:  The Vote 

Reference: Counterpoints 2ed pp.313-319

1. When are elections held?

· At least once every 5 years federally and provincially

· Set election date every 4 years in BC

· Set election every 3 years for municipalities in BC

2. Are you eligible to vote if an election was called today?  Why or why not?

· Probably not. Too young.

· Canadian citizen must be 18

3. Why is it difficult for a person to run as an independent candidate?

· Elections cost money

· Party support provides funding/workers

4. Using the chart (Figure 9-27), answer the following questions:

a. What seems to be the main reason people do not vote?

· “Just not interested” (52.9%)  

b. Which age group feels most strongly that their vote would not matter?

· 48-57 (47.1%)

c. Which age group is most likely to fail to vote due to illness?

·  68+ (41.7%)

d. Which age group cares less about the issues?

· 68+ (42.9%)

e. Which age group dislikes the parties/candidates the most?


· 48-57 (56%)

5. Here are the results of a fictional election.


Candidate


Votes


Black, John


8,032


Brown, Mary


7,827


Green, John


8,988


Grey, Herbert


4,208

a. In a first-past-the-post system, who won this riding?

· Green

b. What percentage of the vote did the winner get?

· 8988/29055= 31%  

c. What is the main objection people have to this system?

· Winner can get in with under 50%  Majority may be against him but he still “wins” the seat

6. Compare the advantages of the first-past-the-post (FPTP) system with the single transferable vote (STV) system.

7. Read “Compulsory Voting in Australia” on pages 318-319. What is your opinion regarding compulsory voting?

· Various answers

