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Unit: The Interwar Years
Topic: Depression in Canada 

Assignment: The Depression Takes Hold
Reference: Canada: A People’s History episode 13, Hard Times – video

This video focuses on the effect of the Great Depression on Canada and its people.  The Canadian economy was dependent on the export of raw materials such as wheat, lumber, and minerals, all of which saw foreign markets plummet after 1929.  Manufacturing companies in Canada were forced to cut back on production and lay off workers because of the dramatic slump in demand for the goods they made.  Unemployment skyrocketed.  Young, single men, frequently in search of their first jobs after leaving school, were particularly affected.  Many of them traveled across the country, hitching rides on railway freight cars, in what was all too often a vain search for work.

1.  Why were young unemployed Canadians traveling the country in search of jobs subjected to harsh treatment in some communities?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  What psychological effects did the Great Depression have on Canadians, even those who were able to keep their jobs?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Why did Newfoundland abandon its self-governing position in favour of returning to a British colony during the Great Depression?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  During the Great Depression, many desperate Canadian wrote directly to Prime Minister Bennet, Appealing to him for assistance.  There were few other places they could turn at that time, since there were few social welfare programs in place, and the need was so great.  Bennet a Millionaire, actually did answer many of these pleas for help, often enclosing a small amount of money in his reply.
Write a letter to Prime Minister Bennett as if you were either, an unemployed Canadian man traveling across the country in search of work, or a mother with four small children struggling to survive.  The letter should contain details of the problems the writer is facing along with an appeal to Bennet for help.  Remember, Bennet, his government and many wealthy Canadians thought it was unacceptable for people to get “something for nothing”.   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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