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Topic: An Uneasy Adjustment 

Assignment: The Winnipeg General Strike
Reference: Counterpoints pp. 64-65
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Read the article below and answer the questions that follow (based on the information
found in the article).

As the marchers moved peacefully down Main Street, the members of the NWMP
(Mounties) rode into the crowd, swinging batops. The marchers didn’t even have time to
move out of the way. Several were trampled, and this reporter has not heard of their
condition. Rumor has it that at least one of the workers was killed....

The peaceful marchers were forced to defend themselves against batons and
gunshot using stones. They threw the rocks at several of the riders in an attempt to drive
them away. In fact, one of the Mounties was knocked off his horse, and was in danger of
being dragged by the frightened animal. However, several of the workers managed to
calm the beast and rescue the officer. .

The strike leaders called for calm, and were arrested. They are being held in
prison now, but the police refuse to explain where they are or what condition they are in.
However, they have stated that it is likely that the strike leaders will be deported to
“Russia, or whatever Bolshevik state they come from™, as one officer stated. Even the
strike leaders’ families are unable to see their husbands or fathers in jail.

A day afier the attack on the strikers, the streets of Winnipeg are quiet. Few
people feel safe to wander the streets for fear of being accosted by the police. The police
today have blood on their hands. But despite this setback, the workers will continue to
fight for their rights to a safe workplace and a decent wage.

1. ‘Was there a threat of violence before the police showed up? Which
terms/phrases tell you this is s0?

2 How did the marchers respond to the arrival of the police?

3. ‘Who actually started the riot?
4. ‘What should happen to the workers?

5, What should happen to the police?




Instructions:  The following two accounts of the Winnipeg General Strike are primary sources from distinctly different perspectives.  Read the two accounts and answer the questions below.
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Read the article below and answer the questions that follow (based on the information
found in the article).

The police sat on their horses several blocks away from the crowd. They
informed me that they had already spoken to the strike leaders and told them that they
would not interfere with the march so long as no property was attacked. However, the
strikers had no sooner begun the march down Main Street when the strikers began
breaking store windows and looting the merchandise within. The Mounties rode to the
spot to break up the rioters, but the began throwing rocks and other missiles at the riders.
One officer was badly hurt when the rioters deliberately spooked his mount and watched
as the horse dragged the poor man down the street. Only when the horse was unable to
break through the mob did it stop and allow other police to rescue the poor man.

As this went on, the strike leaders called for a revolution called for the workers to
rise up and overthrow the legitimate government, just as the Bolsheviks had done in their
homeland of Russia. Shots were fired at the police by several of the members of the
mob, and the police had no choice but o ride into the crowd to disperse the
troublemakers. Only those breaking windows and shooting at the police were arrested.
The striking workers, most of whom were good Canadians, realized where the riot was
leading, and chose to drop their signs and go home. They did not want a revolution, as
the Bolsheviks did. The rest were arrested, and treated fairly by the police.

Winnipeg is calm today. The communists are in jail, and the workers have
realized that this country is one of the finest in the world. They have no desire to
overthrow the legitimate government. Instead, they will continue to work with the
various businesses in the city to ensure that all capable and Christian workers will
continue to have a good job.

1. Was there a threat of violence before the police showed up? Which terms/phrases
telt you this is s0?

2. How did the marchers respond to the arrival of the police?

w

Who actually started the riot?
4. What should happen to the workers?

5. What should happen to the police?








Comparing the two Sources:  
1. How would you account for the difference in the two descriptions of events?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who do you think wrote each account and why?

Document A: _____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Document B: _____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. What do you think the purpose of each account was?

Document A: _____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Document B: _____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Would you consider one of the documents a more reliable source than the other, is so which one and why?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document A





Document B








